
91st AFS Southeastern Regional Conference 

March 19 – 22, 2024 
Renaissance Ross Bridge Resort 

Birmingham, AL 

One Month Countdown 
 

 
 

The 2024 Southeastern Regional Conference, hosted by the AFS Birmingham Chapter, is fast 
approaching – just four weeks to go. There is still time to get your arrangements made, but there are 
deadlines to note: 
 
The room block at Ross Bridge is available until March 5th. 
Our AFS Southeast Regional room rate expires on 3/5. After that, 
rooms are subject to availability and standard rates. Direct link to 

Ross Bridge reservation site is here: Hotel Reservation: 
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-
link.mi?id=1685384899341&key=GRP&app=resvlink 
 
Company artwork for ads in the Conference Program Booklet is needed by Feb. 26th. 
Artwork should be in high resolution jpg, pdf, or bmp format. Submit to 

joe.fuqua.pwi@gmail.com and billyandersonpwi@gmail.com. Please submit by 2/26/24. 
 
Advertisements can be purchased at the SE Regional registration link: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/91st-southeastern-regional-conference-tickets-790190179097 
Or, contact Joe.Fuqua.pwi@gmail.com and billyandersonpwi@gmail.com. 

 
The Conference Golf Outing at Ross Bridge is almost full; just a couple of spots remain open. 
If you don’t make the event, you can still have a presence through Tee Box ads and outing 
sponsorships. These can be accessed through this link: 

: https://southeastern-regional-golf-tournament.perfectgolfevent.com/ 
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The Conference Agenda is set, with a full day of presentations featuring Subject Matter Experts 
representing a wide variety of fields on topics of concern and interest to the Foundry Industry.  
 
Current Program Agenda 

  Topic  Speaker 

8:45 8:55 Pledge Of Allegiance; Opening Prayer VFW Color Guard; TBD 

8:55 9:05 Welcome & Opening Remarks AFS B’ham Rep. 

9:05 9:30 AFS National Updates Ben Yates - AFS Headquarters 

9:30 10:00 Foundry Insurance  John Link - Cottingham and Butler Foundry Ins. 

10:00 10:15 Experiences in Ransomware Charles Crampton - Pres./CEO of Akzium  

10:15 10:45 CyberSecurity Issues Stephanie Watt - US Dept. of Homeland Sec. 

10:45 11:00 Morning Break  

11:00 12:00 "Bridging the Gap" Keynote Dr. Sam Jones - Keynote Speaker 

12:00 1:00 Lunch Break  

1:00 1:45 "Bridging the Gap" Keynote Dr. Sam Jones - Keynote Speaker 

1:45 2:15 Robotics in the Foundry Fritz Carlson - Pres/Owner - Acme Mfg. 

2:15 2:45 Pros and Pitfalls of 3D Printing Dave Rittmeyer - Matthews International 

2:45 3:00 Afternoon Break  

3:00 4:00 Industry Panel "Bridging the Gap" Peter Reich, Jon Pollard, Tom Oliver, Dr. Alan 
Druschitz, Jeff Sorenson, David Reich 

4:00 4:15 Closing Remarks Peter Reich 

    

6:00 9:00 Conference Reception and Dinner Outdoor Dinner Buffet and Live Entertainment 

    

Times are Approximate   

    
 
 
 
Double-click on the video to hear an 
introductory message from our Keynote 
Speaker, Dr. Sam Jones. 
 
We have an outstanding speaker roster and 
conference program. Don’t miss out.  
We’ll look forward to seeing you there! 
 
 
 
 

 

 


